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Economic Ties Bind Japan |l

To Political Rival China

Continued From Page Al

troaps stormed ashore, Shanghai is
daotted with neighborhoods of Japa-
naese residents,  Japanese-language
miagazines cater o
Aslan expatriates with everything
from restaurant reviews to sex club
listings, and the membership direc-
tory of the Japanese chamber of
commerce reads like a who's who of

away in April, however, when a large
protest march againgt visits by Mr,
Koizumi to the Yasukuni Shrine,
which honors T forces Te-

Pﬂtﬂi the Jopancse Consulate with

Hr Knlﬂ.tmd'! landslide victory in
the general elections in September
suggests that the official relationship
between China and Japan will re-
main rocky. However, a break-
through could occur after Mr. Kolzu-

A new codependence
that clashes with
centuries of ill will.

mi refires next year,

Mr. Hori of Tokyo-Mitsubishi
Bank, whi ig also chairman af the
Japanese chamber of commerce in
Shanghai, sald his worst fear was an-
other protést, perhips even natbon-
wide. 5till, he added, “it i3 meaning-
leas to think Japanese companies
would withdraw and go somewhers
else, like Vietnam,”

“The relationship is too big for that
already,” he sald,

mmnmmm
versity of Technology, many
wbmnllmhemrgﬂr]nhal.mpl-
nese companies, there is a strong
sense of pregmatism. “History prob-
lems are history problems, bat 1
think yoo have to be realistic,'” said
Zhang Shual, & Z2-year-old englaeer-

student )

ing )

Here and there, the same kind of
pragmatism can be found in Japan,
in sharp contrast to the anmious,
sometimes hysterical public diseus-

gbon of a rising China, Like the rest of
the beavily industrialized Kansai re-
gion of Japan, Eohe, the port city
thit was devastated by an earth-
quake 10 years ago, has been eco-
nomically depressed for years,
Sensing opportunity in China's
rise, the city government has Invest-
ed heavily in attracting Chinese busi-
nesses and promaoting trade with Chi-

Biotech Japan, in Kobe. After com-
pleting a graduate degree in Japan,
Mr. Chen worked at Nestlé before go-
Ing out on hiz own. Now he advises
Japanese pharmaceatical compa-
nbes an conducting clinical triats and
marketing in China, giving him a
broad perspective on the countries’
problems. “China and Japan are
close to each other but have a distant
relationship,” he sakd "Each does
not understand the other well.”
That plaint is echoed by business-
people from each country, pragma-
tists who basically wanti to-make
maney. In Japan, business tends to
suppart Mr. Kolzumi for leading do-
mestic economic change, bul cringes
at his government's antagondstic pol-
icy toward China. Businesspeople
fear that after Mr. Koizumi retires

choosing Japanese universities over
American ones, they are often sur-
prised that their Asian neighbors are
in many ways more foreign than the
Americans,

1 think Chinese pecple understand
American people better,” said Gao
Ruihong, 35, a Chinese student ot
Kobe University. “People hold par-
ties at home and invite their friends
and nelghbors in China or the United
States. I came to Japan nine years
aga, but T have seldom been invited
to friends’ homes™

But like most of her classmates,
Ms. Gao was optimistic, "The rela-
tionship between Japan and China
will become closer in the future,” she
said, “and I'd like to act as a bridge
between the two countries,”

For many in Shanghal's large JTap-
anese community, the best way to
bulld a better future between the
countries appaarl to be in taking ad-
wantage of huge opportunities for
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Copies of ancient terra-cotta Efﬂma!mrlweremﬂeﬂudrmﬂjmablnkmlduwm the Chinatown section of Kobe, Japan,

today.

"We don't know what will happen
to this market in the future, but we
know that our development will de-
pmdmmnappmshnewlluns
extent,” sald Satoshi Tachikake, di-
rector of operations for Mazda in
Shanghal, Japanese car companies
arrived late in China compared with
their Europ=an and American rivals,
but today no ame 8 investing mone
heavily in China than Japan,

Shanghai’s - official  Japanese
school has 2,214 students, & tenfold
increase from a decade agn, and s
expanding faster than ever. “We
have zero space now,” said the prin-
clpal of the school, Kazuyuki Taichd,
smiling as he dizplayed the model of
a new school that i near completion,

Mr. Taichi, who came to Shanghai
just before the April protests, ex-
pressed surprise at what he found on
arriving in China. “1 expected to see
another transition from Commuo-

nism,” he zaid, nat a booming city as
big as Tokyo. “It's difflcult to make
Japanese, even your own hrothers
and sisters, understand that Japan's
development depends on China and
China's development depends on Ja-
pan. They are under the influence af
the media back home, which is al-
‘wiys blasting away at China."
Eriko Yamamato, 2§, believes that
Japan can reinvigorate itsell by
bullding closer thes to China, After
quitting her full-time job with Hita-
chi in Tokyo, she came (o Shanghai
recently to study at the China Eu-
rope International Business School,
“Initially I thought I should go to
China and try things out, and if
things didnt work here 1 could al-
ways go home,” Ms, Yamamoto said.
“But here 1 discovered if you have a
bit of money you can do just about
anything. In Japan, you don't have

that feeling, There Is a sense of 5o Japmmamdeminﬂhmghﬂwlkm}nmfmmdm Shanghai

mmany rules"

may include the largest overseas Japanese population in the world.



